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A POWERFUL TESTIMONY THAT RESTORES FAITH IN HUMANITY 
 

How can one maintain hope after having lived the horror of the camps? The short story Le Berceau du 
Monde [‘The Cradle of the World’] is one of those very rare twentieth-century literary documents that 
show what it is like to have to learn life again, after having experienced extreme sufferance.  
Boris Pahor is a Slovenian writer having survived deportation. In this book, he relates the 
few hours that followed his return from hell, on May 1st 1945. The moment he got off the 
train, in Lille. Him wandering the city streets, followed by two surviving comrades; it was 
them who would return, dressed in their striped cloth, amongst all the other men… 

 
ON THE OCCASION OF BORIS 
PAHOR’S 100th BIRTHDAY, 
LAUNCH OF LE BERCEAU DU 
MONDE’S ELECTRONIC 
VERSION 

 
AN EVENT EDITION WITH AN 
UNPRECEDENTED VIDEO 
INTERVIEW: 

 
« CROIRE ENCORE 
DANS LE MONDE » 
[‘TO KEEP ON 
BELIEVING IN THE 
WORLD’] 

                                                                       http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGrq2A9mJ_8&noredirect=1 
 

Identified for the Nobel Prize for literature several times, Boris Pahor is considered as a major 
twentieth-century author. Born in Trieste and still living there to date, he will be a hundred 
years old in August 2013. 

 
He was deeply affected when he witnessed the house of Slovenian culture being burned 
down by Italian fascists, at the age of nine, in Trieste. He stood against the Nazis when 
they took control of the region, in 1944, but was arrested and deported to the camps of 
Struthof, Dachau, Dora and Bergen-Belsen. This experience of extreme sufferance and 
return to life is at the heart of his short story Le berceau du monde. His entire work, from A 
difficult spring to Pilgrim among the shadows, sends out a message of both vigilance and 
hope. 
 
This publication has been co-published by StoryLab editors, a 100% digital editor specialized in short 
formats, as well as the association Le Lettres Européennes. This European academic network, at the 
occasion of Boris Pahor’s 100th birthday, has published Souffrance et Littérature dans l’extrême 
oppression, during the Hazebrouck ‘Bouquinales’. StoryLab editors and Les Lettres Européennes 
specially thank ‘Syrtes’ editors for their participation. 
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